Why Should We Use Winter-flooded
Rice Farming?

Migratory birds leave their feces in rice paddies. Rice
straw and stubble are decomposed by fungi and
tubificidae in winter to form a natural compost and
nutrient source for algae, such as filamentous green
algae, in the spring.

Projects have started to make the most of these
natural organisms, as a2 means of replacing
conventional farming dependency om pesticides,
herhicides and chemical fertilizers.

Rice from winter-flooded paddies is also in high
demand for the table.

Winter-fllooded rice paddies also contributes 10 the
natural restoration of satoyama by enhancing
biodiversity, water purification and recharging
ground waler.

Expected Benefits of 4
ﬁntmﬂuudad Rice Farming

@EnVironment muls-faion af te rice paddy = extemal scomomy)
-Recovering watlands rich in arganisms

+Enhancing biodiversity (including birds, insects, and aquatic crganisms)
-Feeding andlor roosting sites for gease, ducks, swans, shorebirds and other fowls.
- Groundwater re-charging

“Water purification

*Oxygen from algae

b -
‘:‘ _—
- e -

#Agriculture

- Restoration and consarvation of the natural envircnment
+Raising consumer's awareness of agriculture
*Production of high value rice

*Maintenance of traditional village society

-Agriculture indepandent of pesticides, and with the help of increased populations

of natural enemies including spiders, frogs, and swallows

“Usa of natural fertilizer (bird feces and aguatic organisms decomposed by microbes)
*Weed control (due to formation of Tore-fore: & moist, upper soll layer with
microbes and excreta of organisms including tubificidae worms.

» City Government Support of Winter-flooded Rice Farming

in Tajirl, Osaki (Miyagi Prefecture)
Farmers and others in Tajiri, Osaki, discussed the promotion of rice paddies that provide additional resting
sites for more than a hundred thousand of While-fronted Geese overwintering in the Kabukuri-numa wetland.
‘This wetland suppons various organisms including fish, frogs and worms. In 2004 the city government, and
later the national government, began financial supports for environmentally friendly farming based on

J’ “athome and abroad

Winter-flooded rice farming has been practiced in Japan
since the Edo period (1603-1868 )

Flaod rice pradifles i winter

Besides being an moovative agnicultural method,
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E - — ‘Wild Geese, Swans, Crancs, Thises and Storks,
and Their Connection to Winter-Nooded Rice
g‘ J"Mnter flooded rice pa B
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winter-flooded rice paddics ane also imponant for mamy
wintering waser hirds, including migmtory geese, swans
and cranes, that use them for roosting and feeding. Ihises
and siorks also use them & feeding sives. There ane now
many peojects o restore endangered or extingt species
sach as the Japanese Crested IThas, the Omiental White
Stork and other spocies
depending on rice paddies,

Whai's Perellona?

Along the Maditerranesn in Spain, farmers ood their rice
paddies with waier after harvesting rice from Movember i
January.

T Thas agricultural method known as Perellona, has been
in wse fior 200) years, snd takes iis name from the village of
Perello where it was first practiced. The areas of
Perellona, arvand Lake Albufera and Ebro Della arc all
registered under the Ramsar Convention on wetlands
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Winer-fiooded Rice Paddes ot Ebro Delts in Catalonia




